


War on the U.S.S.R.?

The British people find themselves to-day on the verge
of a war with Socialist Russia. Every day the facts become
dearer; the Government is sending arms and "volunteers~"
to Finland; Allied armies are mossing in tbc Near East; tho
Sunday Times suggests that we bomb Baku; the whole
Press joins in a terrilic barrage of abuse of the Soviet Union.
The trulh is being rapidJy laid bare; the British Govemment
seems to be contemplating a full scale war against the Soviet
Union. What has led up to this situation? Why is the war
being planned by the Government? Who is responsible for
such a war? Above all, who wants such a war and why?
These are the problems that are now facing the British
people; and lhe British people, remembering bow they
acted in the last war against the Soviet Union, how they by
united action, forced the Government to call off their
attack, will understand the answer to these problems and
will not be led blindJy into useless bloodshed and slaughter.

THE POLITICAL BACKGROUND

Intervention against Socialist Russia is a fact. That
is the rust thing we have to get clear. The relative positions
of the Soviet Union and the capitalist section of the world
are right back where they were in the first intervention
period of 1918-20 with one vita.J difference; the Soviet.
Union was lhen a young State just taking shape after the
revolution, and to-day it stands as a proved Socialist State
and among the strongest military powers.

THE POSITION IN 1917.
At the end of the first world war the capitalist system

faced the greatest crisis of its history. A world-wide
workers' movement was daily increasing in strength. The
most advanced section of th.is movcmont was in Russia, led
by Lenin and the Bolshevik Party. The 1917 revolution
marked the peak of the peoples' struggle for freedom, and
the establishment of the workers' and peasants' soviets in
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unrest among the troops sent to attack the new Soviet
Republic, and the action of the working class in the
capitalist countries. Lloyd George, British Prime Minister,
says in Vol 1 of "The Truth about the Peace Treaties ":-

Canada has decided to withdraw her troops, because
the Canadian soldiers would not agree Lo stay and fight
against the Russians. Similar trouble had also occurred
among the other Allied troops and he felt certain, that if
the British tried to send any more troops there, there would
be mutiny."

But at borne resistance to intervention was even more
marked. The revolution of October, 1917, aroused wide
sympathy throughout the labour movement, though this
was given no sort of encouragement by the leaders of the
Labour Party. At the Labour Party Conference of July,
1918, Kerensky was produced to plead for intervention in
the name of democracy. But this could not for long hide
the true nature of the events in Russia. Throughout 1919
the movement against intervention grew. At the Labour
Party Conference of 1919, in spite of a report from the
"Executive of the Party, opposing any form of direct action
against intervention, a resolution was passed by 1,893,000
to 935,000 against intervention. In the words of Mr. H.
Morrison, who might benefit to-day from reading bis speech
on this occasion: " They must realise that the present war
against Russia on the part of this country, France, and
the other imperialist powers, was not a war against
Bolshevism or against Lenin, but against the international
organisation of socialism. It was a war against the organ­
isation of the Trade Union movement itself ....

HANDS OFF RUSSIA MOVEMENT.
On November 7th, the second anniversary of the

revolution, a national ~ " Hands Off Russia ~ " Committee
was Conned, including all sections of the Labour Move­
ment. In the spring of 1920, the unprovoked invasion of
the Soviet Union by the Poles, egged on by the British and
French Governments. made the issue more critical. On
May 10th, the very day on which King George V. sent
congratulations to Marsha 1 Pilsudski on the capture of
Kiev, the dockers loading the "Jolly George," a ship
carrying arms to 'Poland. struck work. This single action


